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The Concept of Transmission and Its Dimensions in the Possibility of Grammatical
Evidence According to Abu Ishag Al-Shatibi

ABSTRACT: This article examines the initial stage through which Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi initiated his
practice of linguistic transmission in general, and grammatical transmission in particular: linguistic
reasoning. This approach facilitates an understanding of the potential for grammatical evidence in
subsequent stages. In Al-Magasid Al-Shifa, Al-Shatibi begins with the unrestricted speech of the Arabs,
which serves as the foundation for the reasoning process. This speech is supported by evidence that
points to it and culminates in rulings derived from it, forming the basis for rules and standards. This
framework, as delineated by Al-Shatibi—and shared by many scholars before and after him—closely
resembles the methodology of Ferdinand de Saussure, who started his study of language with speech
and concluded with the structure of language.
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