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The Methodology of Jurisprudential Reasoning of Imam Abu Hanifa and His Two Companions -
Abu Yusuf and Muhammad bin Al-Hassan Al-Shaybani May God have mercy on them

ABSTRACT: This study examines the methodology of jurisprudential differences between Imam Abu Hanifa and his two
companions, Abu Yusuf and Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani. It addresses claims that the disagreements between Abu
Hanifa and his companions merely reflected differences in customs and traditions, and counters assertions that there are no
systematic principles governing their juristic disagreements. The study aims to highlight the methodological approaches of
Imam Abu Hanifa and his companions by reviewing points of agreement and disagreement, and by clarifying the principles
underlying their consensus and divergence. The research employs an analytical inductive methodology, gathering scholarly
material from primary sources, including Hanafi texts and works on legal theory that document the methodologies of Imam
Abu Hanifa and his companions. The study concludes that while the companions' methodology differs from Imam Abu
Hanifa's in certain aspects of legal derivation and reasoning, they share agreement on fundamental principles and general
rules. The research demonstrates that each of the three scholars qualifies as an independent, absolute mujtahid with distinct
principles of legal reasoning. The study reveals that their disagreements are governed by systematic principles based on
three criteria: principles of legal derivation, principles of construction, and principles of application. Their differences are
thus fundamentally methodological, based on rules that each scholar independently developed, with each following a
distinct approach in establishing legal rulings.

Keywords: Legal Reasoning, Methodology of Imam Abu Hanifa, Methodology of the Two Companions, Principles of
Imam Abu Hanifa, Principles of the Two Companions.
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