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A Comparative Study of Overt Pronouns in Arabic and Pashto

ABSTRACT: This grammatical study compares Arabic and Pashto overt pronouns, aiming to identify
challenges faced by students learning these languages. The significance of this study lies in its exploration of
overt pronouns, which are common sources of errors in language acquisition, particularly for learners of Arabic
whose native language is Pashto. The findings indicate that both languages categorize overt pronouns into
attached and detached forms. However, in Arabic, overt pronouns attach to both verbs and nouns, whereas in
Pashto, they attach only to verbs. Additionally, Pashto further classifies detached pronouns into strong and weak
forms, a distinction not found in Arabic. Both languages use detached pronouns to reinforce attached ones, The
study also reveals that both languages classify overt pronouns based on gender (masculine and feminine) and
number (singular and plural); however, unlike Arabic, Pashto lacks a dual pronoun. Furthermore, this research is
beneficial for those interested in learning and teaching the Pashto language independently. Lastly, it provides
readers with insights into Pashto literature, including poetry, prose, rhetoric, and broader cultural aspects.

Keywords: Comparative study, Overt pronoun, Detached form, Attached form, Similarities, Differences
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