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The Scientific Analysis of the Figh Methodology of Imam al-Marghinani (May Allah
Have Mercy on Him) in His Book Al-Hidayah fi Sharh Bidayat al-Mubtadi™

ABSTRACT: Imam al-Marghinani’s Al-Hidayah (may Allah have mercy on him) is one of the most significant
works in Hanafi jurisprudence, distinguished for its precise synthesis of narration and reasoning. The book
stands out for its structured methodology in presenting legal issues, citing evidence, and engaging in
jurisprudential debates both within and beyond the Hanafi school, making it a cornerstone reference for scholars
and educators. Despite its importance, a comprehensive analytical study of the author's methodological approach
remains lacking. This study aims to fill this gap by examining Imam al-Marghinani’s system of organizing legal
discussions, his methods of reasoning with legal texts, his approach to resolving conflicting views, and the
broader impact of Al-Hidayah on Hanafi jurisprudence and subsequent Islamic legal scholarship. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach, the study finds that Imam al-Marghinani structured his chapters based on Al-
Jami’ al-Saghir by Imam Muhammad (may Allah have mercy on him). His methodology begins with presenting
the preferred Hanafi opinion, followed by opposing views along with their supporting evidence, and concluding
with an affirmation of the authoritative stance of the Hanafi school. He skillfully balanced transmitted reports
with rational analysis, making Al-Hidayah a model of jurisprudential composition that continues to shape Islamic
legal thought.

Keywords: Imam al-Marghinani, Al-Hidayah, Jurisprudential Preference (Tarjih al-Fighi), Hanafi Jurisprudence (Figh al-
Hanafi), Jurisprudential Methodology (Manhaj al-Fighi)
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