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Metaphor in Qur'anic Discourse Between Grammar and Rhetoric: A Pragmatic
Study

ABSTRACT: This study aims to elucidate the commonalities between grammar, rhetoric, and modern pragmatics,
and to explore how these disciplines can be effectively utilized and applied to Qur’anic discourse. Its significance
lies in bringing the audience closer to the concept of metaphor as a central topic in Arabic rhetoric, while
highlighting the areas of convergence and similarity between metaphor and grammar, as well as between metaphor
and modern pragmatics. These fields all share a concern with meaning and the meaning beyond the literal,
according to the context of speech and the speaker’s intent. Rhetoric, by its nature, presupposes grammar and
operates within its principles and rules. The function of metaphor is to clarify the intended meaning or the implied
meaning derived from context. This new layer of meaning is referred to in pragmatics as implicature—that is, the
addressee goes beyond the literal interpretation of the utterance to grasp an additional or alternative meaning based
on the usage context. The study recognizes the importance of linking words with meanings, as words hold no value
in the absence of grammatical meaning. The two work in tandem within specific linguistic contexts. On this basis,
Al-Jurjani developed his theory of nazm (composition), which is founded on the interplay between grammar and
rhetoric. This theory was used to interpret aspects of Qur’anic inimitability through the descriptive-analytical
method, aiming to describe and analyze selected Qur’anic verses and demonstrate the syntactic-semantic
relationships that manifest the integration of structure and meaning.

Keywords: Grammar, Metaphor, Pragmatics, Qur’anic Discourse, Rhetoric.
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