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The Semantics of Colors in the Qur’an and Its Relation to Aesthetics:
A Rhetorical-Analytical Study

ABSTRACT: This study examines the semantic relationship between colors in the Qur’an from rhetorical and aesthetic
perspectives, exploring the symbolic, artistic, psychological, and spiritual meanings. The color usage in the Qur’an is far from
arbitrary; instead, it is employed to enhance the rhetorical and aesthetic inimitability of the sacred text. The study is divided
into two sections. The first section covers the concept of color, its categories, psychological effects, and relation to aesthetics.
The second analyzes the colors in the Qur’an in light of their textual contexts, revealing their artistic, aesthetic, psychological,
and religious connotations, such as purity, clarity, torment, bliss, fear, life, and resurrection. The research adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology, classifying the occurrences of color in the Qur’an and examining their rhetorical impact while
connecting them with aesthetic theory as a means to understand the artistic effect of the Qur’anic text on the human psyche.
The study concludes that Qur'anic color serves a dual aesthetic function: as a component of rhetorical inimitability and as an
artistic tool for emotional and psychological engagement, making meanings accessible to the reader. It highlights that color
in the Qur’an cannot be interpreted in isolation but gains its full aesthetic value through interaction with imagery, events, and
symbolic structures. The study emphasizes the importance of integrating Qur’anic rhetoric with aesthetics and establishing a
scholarly approach that links rhetorical analysis to aesthetic and artistic theories, constituting a valuable contribution to
Qur’anic and literary studies.

Keywords: Aesthetics, Color, Coloration, Imagery, Semantics, Symbolism. Qur’an.
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