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Linguistic Preferences and Their Methodological Criteria in Ibn ‘Atiyya al-
Andalusr’s al-Muharrar al-Wajiz

ABSTRACT: This study aims to examine the linguistic preferences (tarjihat) of Ibn “Atiyya al-Andalusi through his seminal
work al-Muharrar al-Wajiz, by analyzing applied examples that reveal his methodology in determining the most plausible
linguistic interpretations in the exegesis of the Qur’an. It further seeks to explore the impact of variations in linguistic meaning
on the interpretation of Qur’anic semantics, and to identify the principles employed by Ibn ‘Atiyya in weighing and evaluating
grammatical, morphological, and rhetorical opinions. The significance of this research lies in shedding light on an important
linguistic dimension of Ibn ‘Atiyya’s exegetical contributions, highlighting the status of al-Muharrar al-Wajiz as a pioneering
reference in linguistic and rhetorical Qur’anic interpretation. It also underscores the exegete’s methodological flexibility in
presenting diverse opinions—regardless of their relative strength—while engaging them with established scholarly principles,
thus enriching Qur’anic linguistic studies and illustrating the distinctive interpretive approaches of scholars from the Islamic
West, particularly al-Andalus. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, involving a systematic examination of
al-Muharrar al-Wajiz passages related to linguistic preference, analyzing them in light of grammatical and rhetorical
principles, and comparing them with the views of other linguists and exegetes to delineate Ibn ‘Atiyya’s unique features and
precision in reasoning. The findings show that Ibn ‘Atiyya treated language as a central tool for understanding the Qur’an,
with meticulous attention to etymology and grammar as foundations for his preferences. His approach was characterized by
critical analysis and independent reasoning, free from imitation or sectarian bias, combining authenticity with scholarly rigor.
This granted his exegesis an integrative character, uniting language, jurisprudence, and rhetoric. The study concludes that his
method provides a valuable model for contemporary researchers in advancing Qur’anic linguistic and exegetical studies.

Keywords: Al-Muharrar Al-Wajiz ,al-Andalus, Exegesis, Ibn ‘Atiyyah, Language, Qur’an
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