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Foundational Basis of Considering Outcomes (I'tibar al-Ma'alat) in Islamic Jurisprudence: An
Analytical Study and Contemporary Applications

ABSTRACT: The principle of considering outcomes (I'tibar al-Ma'alat) is a major foundational principle in Islamic jurisprudence. It is
based on examining the consequences and future results of actions before issuing a legal ruling, thereby ensuring that rulings are in harmony
with the higher objectives of Islamic Law (Maqasid al-Shari‘ah) and the interests of people. This principle contributes to the preservation
of the five essential needs: religion, life, intellect, progeny, and property. The research focused on analyzing the concept of considering
outcomes and highlighting its distinction from similar principles, such as blocking the means (Sadd al-Dhara'i‘), juristic preference
(Istihsan), and unrestricted public interests (al-Masalih al-Mursalah). The study also established the foundational basis of this principle in
Islamic jurisprudence, citing the views of jurists and the evidence they used to support its permissibility and application. It presented these
views with attribution to their original proponents. The research then concluded by outlining the controls for applying the principle after a
careful analysis confirmed its permissibility. Subsequently, the researcher reviewed its applications within the four Sunni schools of
jurisprudence, noting what each school excelled in regarding its consideration of this principle. The research also presented historical case
studies, such as the position of Omar ibn al-Khattab, may God be pleased with him, on the marriage of women from the People of the Book,
and the fatwa of Sheikh al-Islam regarding the Tatars drinking alcohol. Furthermore, it included contemporary applications covering
marriage contracts outside official courts, highlighting the need for official documentation to protect rights, and mentioned examples from
environmental issues, as well as modern economic and social transactions. The research concluded that considering outcomes is not merely
a subsidiary rule but an authentic methodology that reflects the depth and wisdom of Islamic jurisprudence in foreseeing results. It also
demonstrates the flexibility of Islamic Law in keeping pace with new developments. The study emphasized the pressing need to apply this
principle in the contemporary world to face new challenges, thereby preserving the objectives of Islamic Law and reinforcing its authenticity
and practicality.

Keywords: Consideration of Outcomes, Islamic Jurisprudence, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah, Contemporary Ijtihad, Sadd al-Dhara'i
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