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The Book of "Al-Ziyadat' by Imam Muhammad ibn Al-Hasan Al-Shaybani: A
Jurisprudential Analytical Study

ABSTRACT: Al-Ziyadat by Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani (d. YA% AH) is one of the most
significant works in Hanafi jurisprudence. It was composed as a complement to his al-Jami‘ al-Kabir and
established a unique model of legal writing characterized by precision, conciseness, and the use of hypothetical
jurisprudence. As part of the Zahir al-Riwayah corpus, which forms the foundational reference of Hanafi figh, this
study seeks to highlight the scholarly value of al-Ziyadat and its status among the works of Zahir al-Riwayah. It
also provides an overview of this corpus, clarifying the distinct features of al-Ziyadat and its relationship with
other works of the collection. Furthermore, the study explores al-Shaybant’s juristic methodology through an
analysis of the book’s arrangement and his style of presenting legal issues, along with an examination of the extant
manuscripts and their principal topics. The research also reviews the scholarly services rendered to the book
throughout history—such as abridgments, rearrangements, commentaries, and marginal notes—culminating in
modern efforts to edit and publish some of its commentaries, particularly that of Qadi Khan. The study concludes
with a set of findings and recommendations that underscore the value of this heritage and the necessity of re-
examining and serving it in a manner befitting its stature within Hanafi jurisprudence.

Keywords: Al-Ziyadat, Imam al-Shaybani, Hanafi jurisprudence, Zahir al-Riwayah, legal commentaries.
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