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Imam Ma'mar ibn Rashid and His Methodology in His Book Al-Jami

ABSTRACT: This research sheds light on the personality of Imam Ma‘mar ibn Rashid al-Azd1, one of the most prominent hadith
transmitters of the second century AH, and among the earliest scholars to compile works on Prophetic traditions. The study
explores his scholarly biography, his methodology in transmission and authorship, and provides an analytical study of his
book al-Jami*, considered one of the earliest hadith compilations. The work encompasses a wide range of subjects, including
creed, acts of worship, transactions, Qur’anic exegesis, virtues, asceticism, and more. The research highlights the
characteristics of his hadith methodology, such as the frequent use of ‘an‘ana without tadlis, explicit declaration of audition,
distinguishing between raised (marfi‘) and halted (mawqif) reports, citing corroborating narrations (shawahid and
mutaba‘at), explaining rare terms, paying attention to juristic inquiries, and reporting some Isra’iliyyat with their chains of
transmission. It also sheds light on his early hadith sources, such as the Sahifa of Hammam ibn Munabbih and Abi al-Zubayr's
collection of hadiths from Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah. Furthermore, the study discusses the evaluations of hadith critics regarding
him, showing that they agreed on his overall reliability, while noting some weaknesses in his narrations from certain teachers,
especially in his transmissions from Basra. The research concludes that Imam Ma‘mar and his work al-Jami‘ constituted an
essential link in the development of hadith compilation, exerting significant influence on the major hadith collections,
underscoring the scholarly necessity of studying them to revive the legacy of early hadith literature.

Keywords: Al-Jami‘, Al-‘An‘anah, Al-Gharib, Ma‘mar, Rashid, Sahifah
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