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Doctrines of the Nusayriyah and Their Position on the Shari‘ah Obligations

ABSTRACT: The study of the doctrines of esoteric sects (al-firaq al-batiniyyah) constitutes a pivotal area of inquiry within the field of
Islamic creed (‘aqidah), as it exposes the true nature of deviant schools that have departed from the fundamental principles and immutable
tenets of Islam. Among the most prominent of these sects is the NusayrT (Alawite) group, whose emergence was accompanied by a range
of theological and philosophical deviations that profoundly influenced their conception of divine obligation (taklif shar), and their
understanding of Tman (faith) and ‘amal (deeds). The significance of this research lies in its systematic examination of the principal doctrinal
issues within Nusayri theology, particularly the question of divinity and its relation to the human dimension, as well as their views
concerning the Hereafter, including doctrines of reward and punishment. Furthermore, it investigates their attitude toward Islamic rituals
and legal obligations, and critically analyzes the attempts of certain Nusayri scholars and religious leaders to exonerate their sect from the
heterodox beliefs historically ascribed to it. The study addresses these themes through the following focal areas: the methodological
challenges inherent in researching Nusayri doctrines; the concept of divinity and its relation to human nature in Nusayri thought; the Nusayri
understanding of the Hereafter, including eschatological reward and retribution; and the NusayrT position on shar T obligations and Islamic
rituals. Given that NusayrT doctrines are characterized by secrecy and the practice of tagiyyah (religious dissimulation), the research draws
upon all accessible primary and secondary sources pertaining to the sect. Revealing the authentic substance of their beliefs necessitates
meticulous textual scrutiny of their authoritative writings, followed by a critical comparison with the canonical works of Islamic theology.
Methodologically, the study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, relying on textual evidence extracted from NusayrT
sources and juxtaposing it with established Islamic doctrinal references. The objective is to arrive at an academically sound and objective
evaluation that elucidates the orthodox Islamic stance toward these doctrines and highlights their implications for the Nusayri understanding
of religious observance and taklif dini (religious duty).

Keywords: Batiniyah, Doctrines, Sects, Shari‘ah Obligations, Nusayriyah.
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