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The Task of Hadith Writing Among the Successors of Basra: Analytical Study

ABSTRACT: This paper examines the activity of Hadith writing among the Successors (Tabi ‘Gn) of Basra, aiming to understand the nature
of writing during that period and to compare the different generations of Successors in this regard. It seeks to determine the extent to which
writing was relied upon in Basra at that time. The importance of this study stems from the significance of written transmission in Hadith
scholarship, particularly in identifying when written narration began, how it spread, and the extent to which it ensured accuracy and precision
in transmission. The research problem concerns answering the following question: Was written narration widely practiced among the
Successors of Basra? Or was there variation in this practice? What were the reasons behind such variation? Furthermore, what was the
nature of Hadith writing in their era? Accordingly, the study aims to understand the causes of differences among the Successors of Basra in
Hadith writing, to assess the extent to which their leader, Anas ibn Malik, influenced their activity in this field, and to analyze the overall
writing movement in the city. The study employs both the inductive and analytical methods. The research concludes that Hadith writing
among the Successors of Basra was not particularly active, especially among the senior ones. It also reveals an evident diversity of opinions
across all their generations regarding writing. The study shows that this variation was primarily due to their personal viewpoints, and that
although the opinion of Anas ibn Malik had some influence on certain Successors, the debate over Hadith writing continued.

Keywords: Activity, Basra, Hadith, Hadith Writing, Tabi'un.
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