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The Islamic Awakening and Its Rationalization at Herat University - Afghanistan: A Case Study of Second-Year Students

ABSTRACT: The Afghan people are known for their strong adherence to religion, which occupies a distinguished and elevated place in
their daily lives and general culture. They resist anything they perceive as alien to their faith and values. For this reason, scholars have held
a prestigious position in society as bearers of Islam's banner. Nevertheless, throughout their modern history, this nation has faced conflicting
intellectual and cultural storms- beginning with Westernization during the reign of Amanullah Khan, its consolidation under Zahir Shah
and Daoud Khan, and later manifesting in the Soviet occupation and the prolonged American invasion. These currents led some segments
of the population to absorb non-Islamic ideas, most notably atheism, absolute liberalism, and secularism. With the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan’s rise to power in Y+Y) and its declaration of implementing Islamic law, the need to guide the Islamic awakening became
evident, especially with the intensification of Islamic cultural courses in universities and the recruitment of new teachers to direct students.
Hence, the importance of the study “The Islamic Awakening and Its Guidance at Herat University (Second-Year Students as a Model)” lies
in its role in enriching religious research, measuring the impact of academic subjects—particularly intellectual education—in shaping
cultural policies, and understanding the effect of Western intellectual invasion on youth. The researchers adopted a field-based analytical
statistical method, distributing questionnaires to ¥4 students out of a total of Y,°+ +, according to Cochran’s formula. They then analyzed
the results to identify strengths and weaknesses. The study concluded that the impact of intellectual invasion was weak in the domain of
faith, moderate in worship and behavior, and moderate to strong in politics. The causes of weakness were attributed to sectarian affiliation
and Westernization.

Keywords: Awakening, Islamic thought, Impact of Westernization, University studen
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