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The Features of Hadith Criticism in al-Hafiz al-Zayla T’s Nasb al-Rayah

ABSTRACT: This study examines the methodology of the renowned scholar al-Hafiz Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah b. Yasuf al-ZaylaT, in his
seminal work Nasb al-Rayah li-Takh—rTj Ahadith al-Hidayah, recognized as one of the most significant contributions to the service of
Prophetic hadith and the authentication of legal traditions. The research aims to highlight al-Zayla‘T’s critical and methodological features
and to identify the scholarly foundations upon which he relied in addressing chains of transmission (isnads) and textual analysis (matn),
through tracing his approach in takhrij, examination, and judgment regarding narrations, as well as clarifying his position within later hadith
scholarship. The analytical-inductive method was employed by collecting hadith examples treated by al-Zayla'T and then analyzing and
comparing them with the evaluations of prominent hadith critics, particularly Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani. The findings reveal that al-Zayla‘T
distinguished himself through several methodological qualities, most notably: extensive attention to tracing hadith chains and supporting
evidence, precision in isnad criticism and knowledge of narrators’ reliability, and careful identification of hadith defects (ilal) and textual
critique, while maintaining scholarly objectivity and meticulous documentation of sources. The study concludes that al-Zayla'1’s
methodology represents a vital link between the contributions of early hadith scholars and later students of hadith sciences, and that his
work stands as a rigorous and authoritative reference in its field, particularly for its precision and methodological refinement in judging
narrations. The research recommends further scholarly attention to the methodologies of later hadith critics to benefit from their
contributions to advancing hadith studies and serving the Sunnah of the Prophet.

Keywords: Al-Zayla‘T, Nasb al-Rayah, Methodology of hadith scholars, Isnad criticism, Matn criticism.
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