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The Prophetic Sunnah in the Face of Challenges: An Analytical Study of the Reasons for Renewal
in the Sciences of Hadith

ABSTRACT: This research aims to study the reasons behind the renewal of Hadith sciences in light of the intellectual and
cultural challenges facing the Prophetic Sunnah today. It analyzes the scientific and practical motives that have led scholars
to call for renewal in this noble discipline. In the modern era, the Sunnah has become the target of numerous doubts and
misconceptions, necessitating a renewal of the methods of presenting and teaching Hadith sciences that keep pace with
intellectual and social transformations—without compromising the discipline's foundations or constants. The study
emphasizes that the intended renewal is a reformative one, bound by scholarly principles. It seeks to revive the spirit of the
discipline, simplify its methodologies, correct misunderstandings, activate its role in defending the Sunnah, and connect it to
the realities and needs of contemporary life. The inductive method was adopted to identify the main challenges faced by the
Sunnah, whether in the early stages—such as the fabrication of Hadiths and the denial of the Sunnah’s authority—or in the
modern context —such as the influence of foreign cultures and Orientalist criticisms. The analytical method was also used to
examine the intellectual, social, and scientific factors that contributed to the emergence of renewal efforts. The study concludes
that renewal in the Hadith sciences is a scholarly necessity to protect the Prophetic Sunnah, ensure its continued impact, and
confront any distortion or misrepresentation that may threaten it.
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