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Defendant’s Forms of Response in Hanafi Jurisprudence and Afghan Law

ABSTRACT: The issue of the defendant’s answer is considered one of the most important matters in the judiciary,
and it has a special significance in judicial procedures, for the defendant’s answer determines the fate of the case
and the claim, and the judicial procedures depend on the defendant’s answer and are closely connected to it. This
study aims to clarify the forms of the defendant’s answer and analyze their legal effects, while comparing them
with the legal texts applied in the Afghan courts, in order to reach a deeper understanding of how the judge should
deal with each form of answer. The research relied on descriptive, analytical, and comparative methods by tracing
and examining scientific material in its recognized sources in Hanafi jurisprudence, and by linking and comparing
it with the rules and judicial procedures of the Afghan judicial system, as well as studying the practical applications
of each form of answer. The study reached important conclusions, the most prominent of which are that admission
is the chief evidence and leads directly to judgment, that denial and silence transfer the burden of proof to the
claimant, that a plea requires examining its type to determine whether it is valid or invalid, and that contemporary
Afghan judiciary is in complete conformity with the foundational Hanafi principles, which opens the way for
continuous development that serves justice.

Keywords: Admission, Defendant, Denial, Images, Reply, Plea.
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