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The Description of Imam Abu Hanifa and His Companions - May Allah Have Mercy on Them - as
Ahl al - Ra'y in the books of Hadith.

ABSTRACT: " Some people believe that Imam Abu Hanifa, may God have mercy on him, and the Hanafis prioritize opinion
and analogy over prophetic hadith. As a result, they became famously known among hadith scholars as the people of opinion
(Ahlal-Ra'y). To refute this claim, | have written this article titled: ‘The Description of Imam Abu Hanifa and His Companions
— May Allah have mercy on them — as Ahl al-Ra'y in the Hadith Books, employing the descriptive-analytical method. This
approach uncovers the true nature of the issue and disproves the doubts surrounding it. In conclusion, | have arrived at the
following result: The title of 'Ahl al-Ra’y" was used for those who possessed exceptional expertise in jurisprudence (figh) and
ijtihad, not for those who followed erroneous opinions. The narrations that criticize ra’y are referring to what is issued from
a person based on their desires or whims. Furthermore, the use of the term Ahl al-Ra’y for the Hanafis in the books of criticism
and evaluation (jarh wa ta'dil) should not be understood as a negative description, but rather as a form of commendation, as
will be clarified through examples. For this reason, Ibn Qutayba (may Allah have mercy on him) refers to jurists as 'Ahl al-
Ra’y" in his book Al-Ma'arif. Finally, | recommend that most of the criticisms by hadith scholars towards the well-known
jurists regarding their opinions are not well-founded; therefore, caution should be exercised in adopting them. Researchers
should analyze contemporary challenges and criticisms directed at the Hanafi school and respond to them, in order to remove
doubts from both the general public and the scholars regarding this issue”. Let me know if you'd like to refine or further clarify
any parts!

Keywords: Abu Hanifa, Books, Hadith, His companions, Imam, People of Opinion.
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