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The Contribution of the Jurists of Balkh to the Civilizational Heritage of Hanafi Jurisprudence

ABSTRACT: Balkh is considered one of the early scientific and cultural centers of the Islamic world, and it had a notable
role in the formation and development of Islamic jurisprudence. Its scholars also contributed to the preservation and
strengthening of Hanafi jurisprudence's civilizational heritage. Despite this importance, focused and independent studies
examining this contribution remain limited, leaving a notable gap in historical scholarship. Adopting a descriptive—analytical
methodology and a historical approach grounded in library research, this study seeks to clarify the depth of influence exerted
by prominent Balkh jurists on the juristic and civilizational dimensions of the Hanafi school. During the golden age of Islamic
civilization, these jurists played a decisive role in strengthening the foundational structures of the Hanafi madhhab. This
impact continues to shape the Islamic legal system to the present day. The study highlights their scholarly status and examines
their contributions to the dissemination, explanation, preservation, and institutionalization of Hanafi jurisprudence across
various regions of the Islamic world. The findings indicate that Balkh jurists, through the establishment of scholarly centers,
the codification and development of juristic principles and branches, and the production of innovative legal analyses grounded
in both transmitted and rational reasoning, played a central role in consolidating, revitalizing, and sustaining the civilizational
heritage of Hanafi jurisprudence.

Keywords: Balkh, Balkh Jurists, Civilizational Heritage, Hanafi Jurisprudence, Islamic Civilization, Juristic Heritage, Juristic
History.
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