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Al-Tafsir before Imam Al-Tabari (May Allah have Mercy on Him)

ABSTRACT: This research examines the historical and methodological development of Quranic exegesis
(tafsir) before Imam al-Tabari. Through the Companions and Followers, it traces tafsir's origins from Prophet
Muhammad's (PBUH) time, highlighting key aspects such as their interpretative methods, sources, and
characteristics. The study explores the documentation of tafsir in these stages and addresses the challenge of
identifying the first recorded tafsir, acknowledging the limitations of available historical information. The
research then analyzes the transition from a mere compilation of traditions and lexical explanations to the critical
or traditional-theoretical interpretation adopted by lIbn Jarir al-Tabari. It emphasizes that this approach was
initially formulated by Yahya ibn Salam, whom Ibn Ashour considers the founder of this method, noting that ibn
Salam's work serves as a foundation for al-Tabari's exegesis. The study examines al-Tabari's interpretation,
introducing his personality and tafsir's features. It concludes with a comparison between al-Tabari's work and
preceding interpretations. Methodologically, this research employs historical, analytical, and comparative
approaches. Information was gathered from primary sources, analyzed, and used to compare al-Tabari's
interpretation with its predecessors, offering a comprehensive view of tafsir's development.

Keywords: Al-Tabari, Codification, Companions, Followers, Interpretation, Yahya bin Salam
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