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Requiring the Ruler’s Permission for Jihad: A Comparative Jurisprudential Study

ABSTRACT: This study examines the requirement of the ruler’s permission for jihad through a juristic analysis. It begins by
affirming the central status of jihad in Islam as one of the most eminent obligations and acts of devotion, then clarifies the
problem arising from an absolute linkage between jihad and the ruler’s authorization. By surveying juristic statements, the
study demonstrates that associating jihad with the ruler’s permission is an established principle in the Sunnah, the Prophetic
biography, and classical jurisprudence, though not an unconditional requirement in all cases. It delineates points of agreement,
such as the non-requirement of permission in defensive jihad except where prohibition serves the very interests of defense,
and the requirement of permission in offensive jihad when an explicit prohibition has been issued. The study then identifies
the locus of disagreement concerning offensive jihad in the absence of such prohibition, presenting juristic views ranging
from the obligation to permit to reprehensibility and permissibility, along with their evidences, and weighing them in light of
the objectives of Sharia and the prevention of harm. The research is structured into five sections and a concluding chapter that
highlights the main findings, following a descriptive methodology while drawing on analytical reasoning.

Keywords: Armed fighting, Seeking permission, The ruler, Defensive repulsion, The request
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