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Al-Quduri's place in the Hanafi tradition: A historical and analytical study

ABSTRACT: This survey investigates the scholarly and symbolic status of Imam al-Quduri within the context of the transmission of Hanafi
heritage and its social structure in Baghdad. It begins with the central premise that the scholar's leading role in the history of legal schools
is the product of a confluence of intertwined biographical, methodological, and contextual factors that transcend mere authorship. The
research's significance lies in offering a contemporary critical reading that adopts the methodology of “legal sociology"” to bridge the
historical gap concerning the Baghdad era. It also aims to establish documentary criticism within biographical and historical works to
distinguish factual accounts from laudatory narratives and exaggerated, binary embellishments. Furthermore, the study primarily seeks to
deconstruct the structure of al-Quduri's leadership and identify the mechanisms of "scholarly consecration" that transformed him into an
institutional symbol through his practice of jurisprudence, issuing legal opinions, and his close ties to endowment institutions, educational
establishments, and prominent scholarly circles in the capital of the Caliphate at that time. By adopting a critical historical approach to
comparing the evidence of actual transmission with contemporary and later historical testimonies, the study concluded that Imam al-Quduri's
value and scholarly standing were not solely a product of his written output, but rather the result of an integrated system of scholarly, social,
and contextual practices that granted his symbolic authority a multiplied institutional weight and lasting impact. In its conclusion, the study
recommends subjecting biographical materials to rigorous critical analysis and completing comparative studies of contemporary figures of
various schools of thought in order to uncover the mechanisms by which the established legal and social structures within Islamic heritage
were formed and developed throughout the ages.

Keywords: Imam al-Quduri, Hanafi School of Baghdad, Social History of Jurisprudence, Classes, School of Thought
Leadership.
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