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Ruling on performing prayers on an airplane (An analytical jurisprudential study)

ABSTRACT: This research addresses an important issue of contemporary jurisprudence, which is the ruling on the validity
of prayer on an airplane. Is prayer valid on an airplane, or is it necessary to disembark on the ground? As some jurists, may
God have mercy on them, have stated, and one of the most important indications of the importance of the topic is its connection
to the second pillar of Islam (prayer). The research problem stems from the statement of some scholars that prayer on an
airplane is not valid. Therefore, one of the most important objectives of the research is to provide a scientific answer regarding
the ruling on prayer on an airplane and to reach scientific conclusions. The two researchers adopted the descriptive analytical
method by collecting scientific material from the contents of approved books and published scientific articles, and analyzing
the evidence and the statements of scholars to reach the desired goal. Hence, the two researchers divided the research into
several sections, starting with a brief introduction, then explaining the terms of the title in the introduction, then mentioning
the statements of scholars on the aforementioned issue, and explaining the evidence for each statement. The research
concluded with an explanation of the most correct opinion on the issue. The two researchers reached scientific conclusions,
the most important of which are: Prayer on an airplane is permissible. The passenger should pray on the airplane according to
his ability, if he is able to stand, otherwise sitting, or on his side. He must face the Qibla throughout the prayer, according to
his ability. If the airplane deviates from the Qibla during the prayer, the worshipper should face the Qibla whenever it turns,
even if the journey is short and does not take up the time of prayer. So that he can perform the prayer on time after the journey
has ended, it is better to delay it until the end of its time so that it can be performed on the ground.

Keywords: Airplane, Prayer, Prostration, Qibla, Ship.
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