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The harms of Riba (usury) in light of Surah Al-Bagarah

ABSTRACT: explaining the concepts of harm and Riba, introducing Surah Al-Bagarah, and clarifying the Islamic ruling on Riba as well as
its religious, social, and economic impacts. The study uses analytical and documentary methods by examining verses from Surah Al-Baqarah,
the Prophetic Sunnah, and the views of Qur'anic exegetes and jurists. The findings reveal that Riba is among the gravest sins prohibited in
Islam, as it is regarded as a declaration of war against Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him), poses a serious threat to faith, and
results in severe punishment and an evil end for those who engage in it. The study also demonstrates that dealing in Riba leads to the loss of
divine blessing, economic injustice, and the burdening and exploitation of debtors, thereby causing social imbalance and widening the gap
between different segments of society. Furthermore, the study highlights that Islamic law not only prohibits Riba but also provides legitimate
alternatives that promote justice and social solidarity, most notably sincere repentance, Qard Hasan (benevolent loan), and lawful trade, all of
which safeguard rights and prevent exploitation. The study concludes that the prohibition of Riba aims to protect religion and wealth, establish
the principles of justice and mercy, and achieve economic and social stability. It recommends avoiding usurious transactions, raising public
awareness of their harmful consequences, and promoting Islamic alternatives that help build a society founded on justice, sustainable
development, and adherence to the principles of Islamic law.

Keywords: harm, light (noor), riba, sin, Surah Al-Bagarah.
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