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The Problematic of the Intellectual Identity of Muslim Youth Between Islamic Reference and the Influence of Contemporary
Discourse

ABSTRACT: The issue of intellectual identity is considered one of the most significant concerns of contemporary Islamic thought,
particularly in light of the rapid cultural and cognitive transformations characterizing the modern world. Muslim youth have become central
to these transformations, as they are the social group most exposed to intellectual, media, and cultural discourses transmitted through modern
communication technologies and digital platforms. The core problem is how Muslim youth can preserve their Islamic frame of reference
amid a plurality of intellectual paradigms and competition among contemporary discourses that seek to reshape values, perceptions, and
patterns of thinking. This study aims to analyze the nature of Muslim youth's intellectual identity and identify the major challenges it faces
in the contemporary context, while highlighting the role of the Islamic reference framework in constructing a balanced intellectual
personality. It also explores the impact of contemporary discourses on the value system and awareness of young Muslims and demonstrates
how a balance can be achieved between openness to the developments of the modern age and adherence to Islamic principles and constants.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, complemented by a critical method for examining contemporary intellectual discourses
and assessing their effects on intellectual identity. It is guided by the following central research question: To what extent has the Islamic
reference framework maintained its role in shaping the intellectual identity of Muslim youth amid the growing influence of contemporary
discourses? The study is organized into an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion presenting the principal findings and
recommendations.

Keywords: Contemporary Discourse, Cultural Globalization, Muslim Youth, Intellectual Identity, Islamic Reference Framework.
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