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The Kingdom of al-Hira, Its Origins, Political Development and Architectural Heritage: A Historical and Analytical Study

ABSTRACT: This study examines the history of the Kingdom of al-Hirah as one of the most prominent Arab kingdoms in Iraq before
Islam. It investigates the kingdom’s origins, geographical setting, political role, and architectural heritage. The study analyzes the factors
that contributed to al-Hirah's emergence as a major political and cultural center and highlights its significance in pre-Islamic Arab history.
It uses a historical-analytical method by examining historical narratives, Arabic sources, and modern scholarship, while comparing different
views on the origin of the name al-Hirah and its historical development. The study shows that al-Hirah's strategic location played a decisive
role in its commercial and political prosperity and established it as an important center of the Sasanian Empire, which relied on the Lakhmids
to defend its western frontier. It also examines the political system of the Lakhmid dynasty, their political and military relations with the
Ghassanids, and the significance of the Battle of Dhi Qar as a turning point in the history of the pre-Islamic Arabs. In addition, the study
explores the principal architectural monuments of al-Hirah, particularly its palaces, as evidence of the development of Arab architecture
during this period. The study concludes that al-Hirah was not merely a frontier principality but a major political and cultural center that
played a significant role in shaping the history of the pre-Islamic Arabs. Its political and military transformations paved the way for a new
historical era that culminated in its incorporation into the Islamic state, while preserving its distinguished position within the historical and
architectural heritage of the Arab world.

Keywords: Al-Hirah, Al-Manadhirah, Architectural Heritage, Battle of Dhi Qar, History.
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