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Examining the marriage dowry in the light of Hanafi jurisprudence and its effects on Afghan society

ABSTRACT: This study examines the issue of Mahr (dower) from the perspective of the Hanafi school of Islamic jurisprudence and its implications for
Afghan society. Mahr is regarded as an established financial right of the woman and one of the legal rulings associated with the marriage contract in
Islamic law. The study aims to clarify the concept, legitimacy, and legal ruling of Mahr according to Hanafi jurisprudence; identify its types, conditions of
validity, and amount; and explain the rulings governing entitlement to it. It also examines the position of Hanafi jurists concerning excessive dowries and
their consequences for Afghan society. Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of moderation in determining Mahr, facilitating marriage, and
limiting customs and traditions that lead to excessive dowries and impose undue financial burdens on those intending to marry. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach by presenting the relevant Islamic legal texts concerning Mahr, analyzing the opinions of Hanafi jurists, discussing the
pertinent jurisprudential rulings, and examining the social and economic consequences of excessive and reduced dowries in Afghan society. The study
addresses the linguistic and technical definitions of Mahr, its legitimacy based on the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, its legal ruling according to the
Hanafi school, its types, conditions of validity, and amount. It also examines the rulings concerning Mahr al-Musamma (the specified dower) and Mahr al-
Mithl (the equivalent dower), cases in which the woman is entitled to the full or half of the Mahr, and the ruling on disputes between spouses concerning its
amount. In addition, the study considers the consequences of excessive and moderate dowries for the Muslim Ummah in general and Afghan society in
particular. The study concludes that Mahr is an obligatory right of the woman and that moderation in determining its amount contributes to facilitating
marriage and achieving family and social stability. It also demonstrates that excessive dowries may result in delayed marriage, increased financial burdens
and debts, and the emergence of certain social and ethical problems. The study recommends promoting awareness of Islamic legal principles, facilitating
the payment of Mahr, combating customs that contradict Islamic law, and protecting the woman’s right to Mahr.

Keywords: Mahr, Dower, Hanafi Jurisprudence, Marriage, Excessive Dowries, Afghan Society, Facilitation of Marriage, Social
Implications
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